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Nena is a preschool teacher and a lay preacher with the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines.  She has a high 
school education, which is very rare for tribal adults, 
because there are no high schools in the tribal villages. (The 
UCCP has a scholarship program that provides room and 
board for tribal youth to board with families from other 
UCCP churches in towns where there are high schools, but 
there is never enough money to send all of the young 
people.)  This is inside Nangka UCCP Church, which she 
helped to found. Below on the left is a photo of the church.  
It is in the village of Nangka, just short walk down the    
mountain from Kibongkog.   

 

 

 

 
 

On the left is a picture of the house where she and her 
husband Jimmy lived with their five children.  The front part 
was a small store that they had.  Some of the children are 
Nena’s others are from the village. I had the honor of staying 
overnight with Nena and Jimmy.  They insisted that I sleep in 
their bed, which was a simple bamboo platform. I shared the 
bed with my interpretor, while Jimmy, Nena, and the rest of 
their family slept on the floor. 
 
Nena and her children have had to leave Nangka and move to 
another tribal village since Jimmy’s murder because her life has 
been threatened, too. It is very hard for a tribal woman to 
survive without a husband, especially one with five children.  
They had a small farm that kept them going. Thanks to your 
donation, Nena has a chance to get herself established in the 
new village, but her children may lose out on getting an 
education because she will need their help to keep a small 
farm going so that they will have food. It is a very rough time 
for her and her family, and likely will be for a very long time. 

Nena is from the Tiguahano-Manobo 
tribe.  I don’t have a picture of her in 
native clothing, but these women 
are from the same tribe. They are 
part of the Kibongkog UCCP Church, 
and put on a special program of 
dancing and singing when we came. 
Angelina, the woman on the left, is a 
gifted dancer, singer, and musician. 
Tribal memebers are trying to hold 
onto as much of their culture as they 
can, but it is very difficult because of 
all of the fighting that keeps 
breaking out on their ancestral lands 
between the military and a quasi-
communist rebel group.  



            

The picture on the above left is from the outdoor sitting area of Nena and Jimmy’s house. Abel (red shirt) and Babes 
(girl) are two of their children. Abel really has arms, he was just joking around. The other boy is a neighbor.  The right 
picture has Abel and Babes in front of Nena on the left, with neighborhood children on the right.  They were showing me 
some of the banana trees that money from my Reiki ministry has helped them to buy.  Notice how small and thin the 
children are. Childhood malnutrition is a huge problem there. None of the houses have indoor plumbing or electricity; 
water is taken from a community faucet. Many of the people have respiratory problems, which I suspect is from having 
to cook over an open fire. 
 

                            

Thank you so much for your compassion for some of the world’s most forgotten people.  Please pray for Nena and for 
her tribe. They live a very precarious existence because of the chronic fighting in their region.  I took the photos on my 
trip to the Philippines in Jan. 2010.  Debbie Shields, deborahshields@verizon.net 

Below is a picture of the road that runs by Nena’s house.  It is 
only passable by motorcycle, horse or foot.  The natural beauty 
of the region is incredible, but logging and poor agricultural 
practices are taking their toll. On the right is a picture of Nena 
and me on the day after Nena completed her Reiki Master 
training. She is a very gifted healer. The class was held ad Liloan 
UCCP Church, in the San Fernando Valley, below the mountain 
where Nena’s tribe is from.  We met when I first visited 
Kibongkog in 2008 and have become good friends. 


