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ADVENT : THE AWARENESS OF 

PREPARATION, REPENTANCE 

AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 Biblical Text : Mark 1: 1-8 “ The beginning of the Gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in Isaiah the prophet :  
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way‟ „ a voice of one calling in the desert, Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for Him. And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, 

they were baptized by him in Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel‟s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locust and wild honey, And this was his message: “ After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you the Holy Spirit. “ 

Historical Background: 
 Advent seems to have grown out of an Early Christian practice having to do with a fasting period for candidates for 
membership in the fellowship of the church which took place on Epiphany Day, January 6

th
.The period before then 

was a period of preparation for such a high moment in the lives of the confirmands. But it was a solemn and serious 
preparation with repentance and forgiveness as the common ingredient. 
In the fourth century, when Christmas was introduced as a religious festival. This period of preparation, repentance 
and forgiveness was prefixed to the celebration for everyone. Advent becomes a season established at four 
Sundays before Christmas Day, December 25, and came to mark the start of the Church Year as well. 
 

Advent: The Awareness Of : 
A. ) Preparation :  So in advent, the Church Year begins with preparing, waiting, believing, and expecting! The 

elements of both seriousness and joy are to be found in advent. The mark of God‟s judgement is mixed with the 
hope of the worlds redemption. Hence, the symbolic color of the season is violet or purple. The present age 
cannot redeem itself. The future is not yet here. Without God, we are inadequate. 

B. ) Repentance :  The coming of Jesus was a clear call to repentance. John the Baptist, who led an ascetic life, 
summoned the people to return to God, to repent of their evil doings, to be cleansed and to be baptized with 
water. Jesus Himself at the beginning of His ministry ( Mark 1:14-15 ) declared, “ Repent, for the kingdom is at 
hand.” Repentance, basically refers to radical transformation of thought, attitude, outlook and direction. It 
further denotes a revolutionary change wrought by the Holy Spirit. 

C. ) Forgiveness :  Advent and Christmas is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in Christ 
whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God through His grace of forgiveness. That is a process in which 
we now challenge to participate. Our Scripture lesson reflect on our accountability for faithfulness of His 
coming, judgement on sin and the hope of eternal life. When a person indulges into an act of repentance, a 
new being emerges, and thus, reconciliation and forgiveness is experienced. Such newness allows the person 
to be restored back to him/herself, to other people and to the world. 

Conclusion :  
       The significant challenge for us on this season are: Preparation, Repentance, and Forgiveness. This is the 

process in which we now participate and the consummation of which we anticipate and wishes for. It is 
expressed well in the parable of the bridesmaids who are anxiously awaiting the coming of the Bridegroom and 
warning  of the need for preparation: ( Matt. 25:1-13 ) So let the Advent and Christmas Season be truly our 
Season of joy because God in Christ has truly come into our lives!.     

 

To sum up; Advent means : 1. The coming of Christ in flesh, commemorated at Christmas, 2. The coming of Christ 
in Word and Spirit, pondered on throughout the church year, and specially at this time, and 3. thirdly, The coming of 
Christ in glory, at the end of time. 

 Sources: The Student Bible; The Bible League; New International Version; The Road To Reversal; Advent And Christmas Manual Guide To Celebration;  
Living Together In The Household Of God; UCCP. Calendar Planner And Directory 2007-2008 
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Lectionary and Schedule of Preachers for 
December 2012 – Advent Season 

Theme: 

“The Season of Hope” 

2 “The Call to Repentance” First Sunday of Advent/Family 
Sunday; OT: 2 Chronicles 7:14 NT: Mark 1:1-8
 Preacher: Rev. Benjie Gevera 

9 “Sharing is Giving” 2nd Sunday of Advent/Human Rights 
Sunday; OT: 1 Samuel 12:20-25 NT: John 8:32
 Preacher: Rev. Bea Hernandez 

16 “Season of Joy and Worship” 3rd Sunday of Advent 
OT: 2 Chronicles 1:7-12  NT: Matthew 2:9-11
 Preacher: Lay Minister Wilma P. 

23 “A Celebration of God’s Love” 4th Sunday of Advent 
OT: Jeremiah 31:1-6 NT: John 3:16-17  
Preacher: Rev. Bea Hernandez 

25 “A Celebration of Liberation” Christmas Day 7AM worship 
OT: Isaiah 9:6-7    NT: Matthew 1:18-25 
Preacher: Rev. Benjie Gevera 
Choir: Kids  Praise Leader: Mischelle Quezon 

30 “A Testimony of Thanksgiving to  
God” Sunday After Christmas Day 
OT: Psalm 96:1-13            
 NT:Luke 2:36-40  
Preacher: LM  Wilma Pelagio 

31 “God is the Beginning of Time,  
Light and Life” 
New Years Eve Service/ 
Candlelight 5pm 
OT: Genesis1:1-7       
NT: John 1:1-18  
Preacher: Rev. Bea Hernandez 

 



Thy word is a Lamp Unto my Feet 

 

by: Rev. Ma. Beate Hernandez 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Season of Hope is a declaration of faith to those 
who claim of the goodness of God and His 
unchanging grace. Season though changing in our 
times today, with all the change in terms of value 
and culture, temperature and climate, we are 
challenged to anchor our faith to God‟s unending 
love. This yuletide season, we are encouraged all 
the more to trust and rely on the power of God and 
pass on the hope that is found in Him. 
  
As we celebrate Christmas Season, we are 
reminded of the story of Christmas and the 
characters involved in the story that changed the 
world, and seasoned the hope that is found in the 
faith lived on through the life of Jesus. Let me share 
to you some of the events in the Bible: 
  
The shepherds were the lowest member of the 
society in Jesus‟ time, they were at some point in 
this identity of the lowly, ordinary and plain. Some 
Jewish wisdom during the time of Jesus‟ birth 
advised father‟s against shepherding as an 
occupation for their sons. It was not considered a 
good livelihood. Additionally, many Jews frowned 
upon shepherd. They were down upon, not trusted, 
even scorned. Apparently they were often 
peripheral to Jewish life and culture.1 On this light, 
season of hope is needed by the shepherds. We 
are reminded of 
Jesus‟ coming and 
the announcement 
were given to anyone 
with a heart humble 
enough to accept 
Him. 

                                                           
1
 blog.christlife.org 

DNEWS Editorial Bo ard 

Ms. Rizalina Reyes, Ms. Nanette Barzaga 
Ptr. Ma. Beate M. Hernandez 

 

Wilma B. Pelagio , Anjell Samonte 
William Besario, & The Pastoral Team 

Ms. Rose Calungin 

Ms. Volet Tirona Jardiniano &Ted Malamug 

Monneth Abas, Julienne Reyes 
 Allan Saquilayan
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When Mary knew of her pregnancy, she was afraid 
and astound by the news. Confused and  
disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could 
mean. The hope that was given to all of us was first 
announced to Mary. On this light, the season of 
hope needs the attitude of readiness, Mary at that 
time, though confused, responded in a brave 
manner, she said: I am the Lord‟s servant, and I am 
willing to accept whatever He wants.2  
  
Three wise men were advanced to see the 
Messiah, the Child that was born to save man. 
These wise men had a journey that would change 
the direction of their lives. Season of Hope 
therefore requires change of attitude and direction. 
They were blessed to know the child and they were 
warned not to go back to Jerusalem. The hope they 
found in Jesus was worth of a change of heart. 
  
As we traverse to the message of hope that was 
revealed to the Christmas story not only inspire us 
but give us a message to always hope and 
acknowledge that life in the Lord is both victory and 
sacrifice. As we travel with faith may we live on the 
message of hope to whom it was given and was 
changed for God.  

========================= 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Life Application study Bible, Tyndale House Publisher. Inc. 

Wheaton Illinois. P.1537 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CORNER…… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE of LITURGISTS for December to January 2013 
December 2– BOE Elder Juliet Dayrit  January 6 – BOE Willie Ramos 
December 9– BOT Trustee Jasper de Ocampo January 13- Ephraim Pintuan 
December 16–  BOD Deacon Rose Tumitit  January  20- Anna Ferrer 
December 23– Ruby Sapida   January 27 – Mark Daniel Pelagio 
December 30 – CYF Mark Mabattung  
  
Training and Sharing of Thoughts as Worship leaders will be on December 8 at 3pm. 
Please bring your Bibles and sample Liturgy.  
All Elders are expected to attend............. 

 Leaders for December and January are the following: 
            December 2- Elder Lina Reyes January 6 -Ruby Sapida 
  December 9- Ptr Benjie Gevera January 13-Wilma Pelagio 
  December 16-Elder Juliet Dayrit January 20-Honey Belmonte 
  December 23 -Wilma Pelagio January 27-Bea Almanzor 
  December 30  -Jhem Fauni 

 

COME one COME ALL 
 BIBLE STUDY at 7PM every Thursday night 

 CRO fellowship:   CYF/UCM - Saturday at 
7PM  CWA Tue. 7PM CYAF - 1st and 3rd 
Sunday  

 PRAYER MEETING – Wednesdays at 7PM 
 

 

 

On THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY  at 7Pm to 8PM now on 

Module 3- being the venue to articulate the Lord’s great plan for the 
church has finished two modules on spiritual nourishment and endeavors 
to learn on God’s Word. Our third Module directs us to learning the Life 
and Works of Jesus Christ with 3 categories namely: Healing of 
Individuals, Miracles of Jesus and Teachings of Jesus. 

The Teachings of Jesus 
(Pastor Benjie for November/ Pastor Bea for December) 

December 6-The Lord’s Prayer -Matthew 6:5-15 
December 13-Sending Out the Twelve-Matthew 10 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL and OUTREACH TEACHERS INPUT 
and MONTHLY WORKSHOP LEADERS 

Manual Enrichment – under the leadership of Elder Juliet 
Dayrit 
Monthly Input Leaders on Teaching Demo: 
    Month       Topics     Facilitators 
December The Birth of Christ Darwin Siervo 
January Sacrifice and Service John Mark Luna 
February Love of God  Argie Mendez 

  March  Wedding at Cana Mariel Guban 
April  Love thy Neighbor Joy Dolorito 
May  Mission Work  Nicole Frani 

 
For counselling and prayer 
request please contact your 

Pastors 

benjamingevera@ymail.com/ 

09261081040 

robeebrian@yahoo.com/ 
09433564983 

Church (046) 4160221 

mailto:benjamingevera@ymail.com/
mailto:robeebrian@yahoo.com/
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1st Sunday of Advent is on 

December 2, 2012. The Season of 

Advent and Christmas is a celebration of truth about God, 
the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation 
might be reconciled to God. That is a process in which 
was now participates and the consummation of which we 
anticipate. Scripture reading for Advent will reflect on 
accountability for faithfulness at His coming, judgement 
on sin and the hope for eternal life. Advent is marked by a 
spirit of expectation, of anticipation of preparation of 
longing. (UCCP Calendar Discerning and Obeying 
God’s Will in these Critical Times) 
==================================== 

For SCCD Youth Summer Camp 2013, 
CYF Summer Camp initial 

Meeting will be on December 22, 2012 
at SCCD CE room 9AM 

==================================== 

PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE meets to 
endorse Pastor Bea Hernandez.  
The Pastoral Call Committee shall meet on November 
24, 2012 1pm to evaluate and endorse to the 
settlement committee of the LCSMC the Church’s plan 
for Rev. Hernandez, associate Pastor of SCCD as she 
finishes her 2nd term to SCCD in May 2013, this is 
whether to continue her service to the Church 
commencing 2013-2015 as her third term associate 
Pastor of SCCD.  

 

SCCD Board of Deacons to Launch Color the 
Season 5, now in its 5th year, hence, Color the 
Season 5.  Come let’s Color the Season of Christmas 
this year with colorful star shaed straws and curtain 
lights in the PN8 Symbol.  A donation of P20.00 per 
per star would give us the opportunity to complete 
the color the season phase of the PN every Sunday 
during Praise and Worship Time and closing hymn. 
Proceeds shall go towards the other finishing works 
needed in the sanctuary identified by the Board of 
Trustees as follows: 
 Stained Glass 

 Pebbled cover ramp floor 

 Mezzanine stairway concrete slab  

 Awnings of Glass Canopy 

 Repair of Glass Canopy to Polycarbonate solid sheet 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The SEASON of ADVENT is COMING. 
Advent (from the Latin word adventus meaning 
"coming") is a season observed in many Western 
Christian churches, a time of expectant waiting and 
preparation ... SCCD having observed this season is 

getting more excited to experience the preparation 
and the coming of Christ‟s birth. Below are the 
families who will serve as Advent Candle Lighters: 
1st Sunday of Advent – Dec.  2 – Acuna Family 

2nd Sunday of Advent – Dec. 9 – Jasper de Ocampo Family 
3rd Sunday of Advent – Dec.  16 – Laynes Family 
4th Sunday of Advent – Dec. 23 – Roldan Family 
5th Sunday of Advent – Dec. 25 – Dayrit Family 

 

 

Schedule of December Activities 2012 

December 1  Christmas Caroling Practice 
   LCSMC Church Workers Christmas 

 Fellowship 
December 8  LCSMC all CRO Christmas Felowship 
December 9-15  Caroling Activity of CROs 
December 16   CYAF Christmas Fellowship 
December 16-24  Simbang Gabi, 7 pm 
December 23 Sunday School and Outreach Classes 

Christmas Fellowship 9:30am 
December 23 Sunday School and Outreach 

Volunteers, ALL BOARDS, Church 
Officers Christmas Fellowship (BOD in 
charge 3PM) 

December 21   DLA and SCCD Staff Christmas 
Party 

December   CWA Christmas Fellowship 
December 24  BCE Family Night (after worship) 
December 25  Christmas Day Service, 7am 
December 30   3pm COOP Christmas Fellow. 
December 31  New Year’s Eve Service, 5 pm  

(Year End Ritual – c/o CYAF) 
 

 

FAMILY groups to HOST our SIMBANG 
GABI Coffee Fellowship This year’s coffee 
fellowship after Simbang Gabi will be hosted by 
families in response to remembering the values of 
Christmas when families join together to share the 
blessings with the community. Letters on this 
regard shall be given by the Pastoral team. 
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CWA Spiritual Retreat held on November 30 at 

Capt. Parcon’s Rest House in Silang. Christian 

Women’s Association will have time to reflect, 

fellowship and meditation on God’s word. Pastor 

Bea Hernandez acted as the retreat facilitator 

during the spiritual retreat. 

 
Christmas Decoration and General Cleaning Day 

was set on Nov. 10 and 17 at 8AM under the 

leadership of the BOT and Church Council 
Officers, Sis. Ruby Sapida coached our young 

people on creating some Christmas craft out of 

recycled materials that were prepared for a year in 

solidarity to care for the groaning creation. Praise 

indeed for this ministry of the Church. 

 
SCCD Sabang Host the East Cluster Fellowship 

of the LCSMC on November 20 at 8am, Rev. Bea 

Hernandez led the group dynamics on “the Web” 
drawing insights on life as Church Workers and 

fellowship of believers who draw strength and love 

from each other to fulfill Christ’s call of service, 

while the Rev. Benjie Gevera as Admin Pastor 

encouraged the flock as he delivered the 

exhortation on the “Golden Rule” that is to love our 
enemies, do good and fulfill Christ mission in our 

lives.  

 

SCCD celebrated Everybody’s Birthday 

Celebration Inviting everyone to come to and bring 
their sacrifice of thanksgiving offering representing 
the number of years of your life or any amount 
according to the measure of your faith in praises to 
our ever faithful and giving God. This year we have 
collected P11,777.25 for this offering that shall be 
added to the General Fund. 

   

 
 

LAST CRO Fellowship for 2012 was set on November 10 with 
CYF as Officers in charge for games, food and devotion. CRO 
fellowship has been the growing program for all age level in the 

ministry of Christian Education Program. 
 
SACRIFICIAL DINNER on November 25, 2012 at SCCD 
Multi-purpose hall did not materialize the dinner 
fellowship since much of the participants who bought 
tickets advised the board of their non appearance. It 
was agreed that Sacrificial Dinner proceeds will be 
coursed through the fund for Indigent Children and 
SCCD Scholarship Program. Scholars’ rendition of 
various gifts and their testimonies on God’s grace and 
guidance as SCCD/DLA scholars shall be given to us 
during the Simbang Gabi Night of DLA. 

 
3rd Exchange Pulpit this EY made with UCCP 
Salitran.  The 2rd round of Exchange Pulpit in the 
Cavite East Cluster this ecclesial year 2011-2012 was 
with UCCP Salitran on November 25. Its Administrative 
Pastor Armando Carlos was the preacher on the said 
Sunday while Pastor Benjie Gevera went to UCCP 
Salitran as SCCD‟s Pastoral Team representative.  The 
Cavite East Cluster meets monthly every 3

rd
 Tuesday in 

different local churches within the cluster.  Last month 
was in UCCP Salinas. 

 
UCCP Sabang participated 2

nd
 LCSMC Family Fun Run: with 

the theme: Pamilya Ko, Sagot Ko, an Evangelize Exercise 
at Rizal Stadium on November 17, 2012 at 

5AM. For the benefit of: Ministerial Students, 

Retired Church Workers, Project of Liturgy and 

Music Committee at Christian Witness and Service 
for victims of human-made and natural calamities. 

Family Fun Run that was attended by 23 

churches with 250 individuals has a 

registration of P300.00 inclusive of Tshirt, Water 

at Gospel Tracts.  

 
TEACHERS’ EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM on November 

24 at UCCP Ellinwood on the topic: for the Advent 

Season. All teachers were invited to attend this 

meaningful and enriching experience to our 

Teaching Ministry.  

 

Psalmist Coordinating Council elected new 
officers. PCC was born on October 30, 2010 to 
remind us of its liturgical tradition and its growing 
member of music ministry needs to organize its 
office and to address the major concerns such as  
 

6 
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worship discipline, stewardship and organizational 
structure. Music Ministry has dreamt of forming a  
body to care for the music ministry  dubbed as 
Psalmist Coordinating Council (PCC), PCC together 
with the Pastoral Team. PCC now has new elected 
officers namely: 
 President - Bea Almanzor 
 Vice President - Avin Son Matro 
 Secretary - Honey Belmonte 

 

Advent Exhorters Workshop 3rd Saturday 
November 17 at 3PM. All preachers for advent, 

went through a reflection workshop that was held 

in the afternoon of Nov. 17 to understand, meditate 

on the assigned text and discern the message of 

hope in the Christmas stories, as we all together 
hope for the yuletide season . Below are the 

exhorters: 

Over-all Theme:  

Christ Birth is the 

Season of Hope 

Dec. 16: Season of Hope
 Text: Matthew 2:3-7 
Preacher: Rev. Bea Hernandez 
Liturgist: Anjell Samonte 

Dec. 17 : “ The Birth of John The Baptist Foretold “ 
Text : Luke 1:5-25    Preacher : Rev. Benjie D. Gevera 
Liturgist: Trisha Mendoza 

Dec. 18: “ The Birth of Jesus Foretold “ 
Text : Luke 1:26-38   Preacher : Elder Emma Acuna  
Liturgist: Sarah Fauni 

Dec. 19: “ Mary Visits Elizabeth “     Text : Luke 1:39-45 
Preacher: Elder Remy Gabriel Liturgist: Darwin Siervo 

Dec. 20: “ The Song of Mary “ Text : Luke 1:46-56 
Preacher : Elder Leony Saquilayan  
Liturgist: Jhia Tabing 

Dec. 21 : “ Zechariah’s Prophecy“    Text : Luke 1:67-77 
Preacher : LM. Wilma Pelagio   
Liturgist: Mischelle Quezon 

Dec. 22 :  “ Joseph Took Mary Home as His wife “ 
Text : Luke 2:1-7 Preacher : Elder Willie Ramos 
Liturgist: Nicole Frani 
Dec. 23 :  “ Return from Egypt “ Text : Matthew 2:19-23 

Preacher : Elder Juliet Dayrit Liturgist: Nicole Frani 

Dec. 24 : “ The Shepherd and the Angels “ 
Text : Luke 2:8-20 Preacher : Elder Lina Reyes 
Liturgist: Honey Belmonte 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Approved Budget presented.  The 2013 Church 

Budget as approved by the Church Council in its November 

regular meeting was presented to the congregation during 

worship on December by Finance Secretary Malou Tabing.  

The Board of Deacons this year initiated a series of 

consultation and education regarding the church budget for 

better appreciation and understanding as well as concerted 

efforts in stewardship of church resources.  Budget Hearing 

with all CRO presidents and board chairpersons was called 

on Nov. 10 by Finance Secretary Malou Tabing being the 

CRO Fellowship, the same was presented to about 50 

people in attendance with an open forum.  Church budgeting 

is different from secular organizations and business 

corporations as income is yet to be claimed.  The uniqueness 

of managing church finances is hoped to be appreciated and 

embraced by the church members in order to dispel doubts 

and look at church stewardship as not only the responsibility 

of pastors or church leaders but of the whole faith 

community.  Truly, think of what not the church can do for 

you but what you can contribute for the reign of God‟s 

kingdom on earth. 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2013 
PROJECTED EXPENDITURES      2012       2013 
General & Admin              1,167,108.40 1,159,519.14 
Worship                  159,800.00 159,400.00 
Christian Educ. & Nurture                119,650.00 122,650.00 
Membership Growth & Dev’t     86,000.00 60,400.00 
Christian Witness & Service                171,200.00 203,200.00 
Repairs & Maintenance                 94,500.00 104,500.00 
Miscellaneous Expense    14,141.60 2,630.86         
TOTAL                              1,812,400.00 1,812,300.00 

 

PROJECTED RECEIPTS 2012 
EY2012                            2013               Target /Month 

Tithes   960,000.00 840,000.00   70,000.00 
Loose Offering  240,000.00 240,000.00     20,000.00 
Sunday School    24,000.00   24,000.00     2,000.00 
Mission Offering    42,000.00    42,000.00           3,500.00 
Midweek Services    14,400.00   14,400.00     1,200.00 
Lovegift/Donations     120,000.00 100,000.00     8,333.33 
Special Worship            29,000.00                   29,500.00     2,458.33 
Support Members    300,000.00   25,000.00 
Abroad 
Special Ministry             27,000.00   27,000.00          2,250.00 
Contribution 
Special Projects         315,000.00 165,000.00     13,750.00 
General Services          41,000.00   30,400.00          2,533.33 
TOTAL  1,812,400.00              151,033.33                  151024.99 
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Reflections                                                                     
By: Elder Lina Reyes 

A poet once said that the world we live in is a fairyland of 

exquisite beauty. Indeed, it is! God made the world most 

beautiful place to live in for us, mortals. 

Today, some if not many, get unmindful of the beauty around 

us. Beyond global warming, people are nervous and scared 

speaking of  the end times. Yes, even Jesus, (Mark 13 : 24-32) 

speaks about the events that will unfold at the end times. 

Drought, famine, plague, wars, etc. will be the doom and 

gloom for every one of us. 

Really and certainly, there is an end time. We are mortals. We 

will die. We can’t prevent aging and dying. You can delay the 

aging process because of the modern cosmetics and Vicki 

Belo! But death is unpredictable. It maybe sooner or later. 

And make no mistake, there’s an end time. 

There are people who continuously talk and express their fear 

. instead of focusing on the negative that will haunt and 

paralyze us, let us focus on solution and the joy of going home 

to the Father. Let us focus on the message. “Dwell not about 

catastrophes and destruction but God’s love and mercy.” 

Unbelievers might say, Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow 

we die”. In Matthew 6:34 it say “Do not worry about 

tomorrow, tomorrow will take care of itself. Each one has 

troubles of its own.” Sometimes, there are no solutions to our 

problems but once we yield everything to the Lord, God’s will 

take care of us. 

Who’s not afraid of the end times? Yes, I am afraid. As a 

Christian, I rather love everyone and am ready to go home to 

my Father. I pray that God will prolong my life to love, to 

serve and to be worthy of Him. I am thankful and trusting that 

someday, I will see Yahweh sitting on His throne and Jesus at 

His right hand. 

For the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

1Thessalonians 5:2 “For yourselves know perfectly that the 

day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night “. Say “yes” to 

God as we go on in life. Remember Jesus is with us until the 

end of the ages. 

Prayer: “Lord, teach me not to be afraid whatever comes. 

Teach me to wait patiently for You bring me home. Amen. 

 

 

PAGIGING MABUTING KATIWALA NG 

MGA KALOOB NG DIYOS 

Article by: CATRISHA MENDOZA 
 
Bawat isa sating mga anak ng Diyos ay pinagkalooban 

ng kaalaman, talento at galing na dapat nating 

pagyamanin at ipamahagi sa iba. Ayon nga sa 1 Pedro 

4:10 “Bilang mabubuting katiwala ng iba‟t ibang kaloob 

ng Diyos, gamitin ninyo ang kakayahang tinanggap 

ninyo sa ikakapakinabang ng lahat.”. Bilang mabubuting 

katiwala ng Panginoon Dapat nating ipamahagi ang 

ating mga kakayanan at talento sa iba hindi lamang 

upang makatulong, at maging inspirasyon sa kanila, 

paraan din ito upang maitaas natin ang pangalang ng 

ating Panginoon upang maibalik natin lahat ng mga 

biyaya at kaloob na galing sa Kanya, mapa musika, 

sayaw, pagtuturo at kung anu ano pa. 

 Ang  LENS Club (Life, Events, News, Service) ay  isang 

ministeryo para sa mga taong mahilig kumuha ng mga 

larawan o retrato na sumasalamin sa ating buhay 

kristiano. Naglalayon kaming maibahagi ang aming 

kaalaman at talento sa iba. Isa lamang halimbawa ang 

LENS Club sa mga ministeryo sa ating simbahan na 

hindi lang naglalayon na makapagbahagi ng talento at 

kaalaman kundi makatulong din sa mga 

nangangailangan. Ang aming mithiin ay makatulong sa 

mga batang hindi nakakapag-aral, upang matulungan 

silang maabot ang kanilang mga pangarap ng hindi ito 

nahahandalangan ng kakulangan sa pinansyal na 

pangangailangan.  

Ang mga patuloy na kaloob at biyaya na natatanggap 

natin mula sa Diyos ay patunay lamang ng walang 

hanggan ang pagmamahal niya saatin. At upang maging 

isang mabuting katiwala ng ating Panginoon, tulad ng 

pagmamahal niya saatin mahalin at pangalagaan din 

natin ang bawat biyaya at talentong pinagkakaloob niya 

satin. 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



United Church of Christ in the Philippines                                                 SABANG – DECEMBER 2012 

D’NEWS MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF UCCP-SABANG CHURCH OF CHRIST DISCIPLES                                                                                 PAGE 8 

  

 

 

DLA holds Biennial Scouts Investiture.  The Biennial 

Scouts Investiture was held on October 25, 2012 2pm at 

the SCCD Quirino Villanueva Memorial Multi-Purpose 

Hall welcoming to the Scouting movement a total of 109 

scouts broken down into 24 Kab scouts, 30 Star scouts, 

22 Girl scouts and 33 Boy scouts.  Ms. Nely Ganipan, 

District Field Advisor of GSP and Mr. Jun Mendoza 

District Coordinator of BSP, were the Investing Officers.   

Sponsors came to put on the scouting emblems to the 

scouts leaving cash gifts to the DLA Scouting 

organization.  Scout Masters and Leaders of the DLA 

included Teachers Johnirey Sapon  Jocelyn Vedia, 

Genevieve Subion and Malou Brazil.  Backyard Camping  

followed after the Investiture ceremony. 

DLA goes on Educational Tour.  A total of 246 

participants inclusive of parents/adult companions, 

faculty and staff of the DLA joined the Annual 

Educational Tour on November 23, 2012 in various 

places in Subic Safari in Pampanga.  Of this 246 

participants 144 were pupils comprising 79% of the 

whole pupil population .  Those pupils who were not 

able to join are to submit an alternative project related 

also to the theme of this year’s trip which is primarily 

historical. The sites visited were  Zoobic Safari, 

Boardwalk, and Duty Free Shopping.    Algems Tours 

with Ms. Ellen Labrador served as broker. 

TOP FIVE PUPILS 

 GRADE 1 GRADE 2 

1st Atasha Grace Fauni Princess Eula Maristela 

2nd  Kassandra Ross Gimenez Sophia Pearl Lomadilla 

3rd  Cassandra Micah Macario Ma. Kim Louise Bedano 

4th  Aeshley Nicole Mangaring Shaina Mae Matro* 

5th  Christian Lyle Laylo Erich Bernadette 
Tumbaga* 

 

 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 

1st AustinbClark Castilla Simone Alexandra Cajelo 

2nd  Allysa Ellein Fauni* Phillippe James Catubig 

3rd  Maxine Redje De Castro Michelle Ann Escober 

4th  Sean Codey Mangubat Elijah Paul Dela Cruz* 

5th  John Paolo Tabing* Elisha Therese Sangcajo 

 

 

 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 

1st Justine Janelle Reyes Dennise Adrienne Dipasupil 

2nd  Graham Ford Aleonar Safelia Coleen cantada 

3rd  Neilyn Mae Hormillosa Joven Hembrador 

4th  Lyka Ann Jimenez Phoebe Joy Medina* 

5th  Austin Paul Mangubat Aimee Jasmin Galang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When you only have a few... 

By: Nanette G. Barzaga 
My life in a box... I had actually two 
balikbayan  boxes which are 
allowed for new immigrants to take 
on their flight as they travel to their 
new home.  As I was putting my 
stuffs in these boxes, I realized 
that I need to make a simple 
decision, that is to bring only the 
most important things that I need. On my first box,  I had 
about six t-shirts  three maong pants, personal stuffs, my 
favorite books my 3x3x3 Rubik‟s cube some pieces of 
pictures, slippers and shoes.  Luckily, I have a carry- on 
bag to take my Bible, important documents and all my 
simple precious things. The second one did not really 
give me any trouble for it contained all the stuffs  I was 
told to bring, we,  being Filipinos should bring the 
pasalubongs, traditionally what they truly miss from back 
home or whatever friends, relatives or just someone who 
made “pakisuyo”  asked you to bring for them. I had  

Disciples Learning Academy        

     School beats & pieces 

 
 

 

 

Input 1 Occidental Mindoro Situationer by Mayor Eduardo Gadiano 
Presentation of Occidental Mindoro Associate Conference 
Ministries to LCSMC 
Occidental Mindoro Associate Conference‟s Ministry: Prospects 
and Challenges by CM Rev. Leovino Fabreag 
Presentation of LCSMC Ministries to Occidental Mindoro 
Associate Conference 

Input 2 Pastoral Care and Counseling in Rural Setting by Rev. Dr. Jose  
 Sotto 
Input 3 Testimony- How to Encourage Young People in the Ministry by  
 Rev. Dario Alampay 

Retreat of LCSMC UCWOFacilitator: Noni Aviso  
Community Immersion to Alangan Tribe 
Fellowship Household  

Input 4 Family Code A Ministerial Challenge by Atty. Rowena Villaflores 
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special noodles, candies, dried mango, sinigang mix, 
clothes and countless stuffs that they wanted.  I was 
glad to bring them though,  for I know they will make 
them happy. In short I had the first box for myself and 
the other for my family.  The first box was...my life in a 
box. 

When I looked at everything that I brought, and 
saw the stuffs I had,  that was when I realized I only 
have a few... truly there are countless occasions that  I 
needed something and find myself with nothing. It was 
frustrating.  It saddened me that I cannot readily find the 
things I needed, because I don‟t have them.  I will 
always say, “I have them back home...”  On one 
occasion I cried, because I don‟t have a stapler, funny 
because I have all kinds, in different sizes and color both 
at home and in school. It was again, frustrating.   

God never wanted me to be sad and frustrated 
all the time, Philippians 4:8 says.   “Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable--if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy--think about such things.” So I focused 
on everything that is good.  As I concentrated on having 
nothing I forgot that I still have a few.  Why do I sulk and 
think about what I don‟t have when I have a few and 
these few are material things actually.  So I redirected 
myself on the things I have.  I have my family, my 
parents, health, skills and abilities, friends, my stuffs in 
the box, and most of all, I have God then everything 
become clearer and I look at this “back to 0” experiences 
positively, a chance to move forward without frustrations.   
It is important to always find the value and worth of 
everything around us. Never to take what you have in 
your hands for granted. 

God‟s presence in our lives is a guarantee that 
we are never empty, with God, we are always full.  He 
retunes our thoughts reminding us to see all things in a 
positive way.  Christmas is a season of hope and 
thanksgiving.  Jesus came to give us life abundantly.  
Whatever situation in life we are at the moment, we may  
have only a few or so much, or nothing,  God gives us 
the assurance that we will have abundant life.  1 John 
5:11-13  says. “And this is the testimony: God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 
who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life. I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.”   
When we have Jesus in our lives we don‟t need anything 
else. 
 Let us be satisfied with the little things we have, 
living simply make life more interesting.  This season of 
gift giving, think twice on what you put in a box, it may be 
big or small, cheap or expensive, it maybe something 
special or simply something you made, extravagant or 
ordinary, something permanent or short-lived, or the box 
may be empty... yet full of prayers.  Life is truly 
meaningful if we live a simple humble life before God. 
Merry Christmas to all and may we have an abundant 
year ahead of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eyes of Faith 
Anjell Samonte 
 
Simple Things, God’s Love and End-of-the-Year Reflections 

An unexpected hug, morning smile, love notes, free wi-fi, hot 

coffee, cuddle weather, heart-to-heart talks, good books, 

happy endings, long phone conversations with an old friend, 

fireworks – these are just some of the little things that make 

us happy yet we tend to take them for granted. Nevertheless, 

it needs some provoking or a little reminder to make us 

remember how small things make so much value on our lives.  

 As the end comes close and a new chapter in our lives 

begin, it is nice to reminisce about the things we have done 

over the year and the events that made it much more 

memorable. It seems that time flies faster than we could 

notice it. We could go over it and think how little we have 

done and how so much time we really had, but that would be 

more remorseful, so why not notice the smaller details, that 

which if accumulated made the biggest effect in our year.  

 These little things are God’s way of telling us to enjoy 

life simply. It is His reminder that some things need not to be 

extravagant in order to appreciated. One good example is 

God’s perfect love. God’s love can simply be seen in the eyes 

of an innocent child, can be felt with the cold Christmas 

breeze and can be heard with a good advice. When we wake 

up in the morning, it is a signal of God’s unfailing love and 

mercy. The simple things that we miss in our everyday lives. 

 As I sat and contemplate, one lazy afternoon, how 

God’s love can be so redemptive and transforming, I 

wondered how many more people haven’t realized how 

simple God’s love can be. I wondered why we’ve never been 

contented by this gift. I wondered why we forget the most 

important things and remember the insignificant. But as I 

wondered, I was also awed by how God had never left us 

despite our inconsistencies and complexity. He continually 

manifests His love, every single day. This is our hope in our 

imperfections. The love given by our perfect God.  

 As it is true that we cannot have it all, it is God’s love 

that we really need. Though we have nothing, in Him we can 

find everything. We may be lacking or impatient at times. But 

our God is never late and in Him we can find Life’s fullness. It is  
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You are what you eat, in more ways than one. Snacking on french fries, sugar-filled drinks and salt-packed 

convenience foods can leave you sluggish and weak. Enjoying a variety of vitamin-, mineral- and fiber-packed 

foods builds a strong body and allows you to release power effortlessly through the day. Here are some 
nutrition basics that are often neglected. 

Don't skip meals. Missing meals on a regular basis is a bad idea no matter for whatever reason. No time? 

Make time. Skipping meals leads to overeating later in the day. In addition, the body becomes very efficient in 

preventing starvation. This means that your metabolism slows down and stores more fat. Finally, without the 

continuous energy that food supplies, you become run down and more susceptible to sickness. The solution is 

to try to eat every 3 to 4 hours during the day. That means breakfast, morning snack, lunch, afternoon snack 
and dinner. 

Eat breakfast. Certainly, every meal is important, but the first meal after a long night's rest is crucial in 

many ways. It's the first shot of energy to gear you up and get your day started. It's a great opportunity to 

eat your first servings of calcium-rich dairy foods, fruits, meats and cereals which are the common ingredients 
in morning meals. 

Eat proteins with your carbohydrates. You don't need to avoid carbohydrates altogether. Pairing protein-

rich foods with your carbohydrates makes this task easier. Carbohydrates provide much needed energy to 

your body. However, they are digested quickly, leaving you feeling hungry soon after eating. Proteins digest 
more slowly.  

Thus, you feel satisfied longer. Enjoy complex carbohydrates in moderate amounts, along with low-fat 
protein. 

Breakdown your dish. Chances are your lunch or dinner plate looks a little like this: a pile of meat, chicken 

or fish, and a pile of rice with vegetable dish or fruit on the side. Well, it's time to put your math skills to 

work. Divide your plate into three parts. One-third is for the protein - meat, chicken, fish or legumes, at least 

about the size of the palm of your hand. One-third is for the starchy foods - rice, potato or corn, which is 

about one-half (1/2) cup. The remaining portion should be loaded up with fruits and vegetables, with the 

exception of the starchy vegetables like corn, peas and potatoes. Vegetables can be eaten as often and as 

much as you want. They help fill you up but contribute few calories. Not only is eating every meal important. 
Snacks help prevent over-hunger which leads to overeating. 

The Nutritional Guidelines for Filipinos (NGF) developed by the Technical Working Group led by the Food and 

Nutrition Research Institute of the Department of Science and Technology (FNRI-DOST) encourages eating a 

variety of foods everyday. No single food can give you all the nutrients your body needs to stay healthy. A 

well-balanced diet can also help you fight off colds, daily stressors and disease. 

Go back to the basics to reach optimum health and nutrition! 

Regular, Balanced Meals Often Neglected  

 

in the sweet surrender of our lives that we acknowledge God’s love for us and His perfect timing in everything.  

 As the year comes to a close, I thank God for the lessons He has never failed to remind me, for the simple joys that 

keeps me going. And for the thought that I am not really alone. We all really are not alone. For the one who is struggling 

right now, you are not alone. For the one patiently waiting, you are not alone. We are all experiencing the same things, it 

may be of different time but nevertheless we all came to that one point. We are connected to our very soul by that which 

binds us all continually making us stronger and deeper, God’s perfect love.  
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Its 23 days before Christmas 

 

Sunday Worship Attendance Report 
 1st Sun 2nd Sun 3rd Sun 4th Sun 5th Sun Average 

October 182 170 170 153             169 

November 180 147 168 158  163 

 

1 – Aileen Agapay, Andy Bolotaolo, Taleng Cantada 
2 – Jay Dayrit, Fely Remulla, Bibiana Sapida, Marissa  
       Layaban 
3 – Jayjay Tumitit, Maria Benjamin Linaza 
4 –Janet Shimaddah 
5 – Susan Mabbatung, Cristy Tapawan, Michael Ryan Rayco  
      & Lilah Briñez 
6 – Cynthia Constantino, Lea Phe Saquilayan, Justin Norkaew  
      & Sophia Docusin 
7 – Jeffrey Tapawan, Alyssa Ellein Fauni 
8 – Gerald Uminga 
9 – Ashley Phoebe Fauni, Lawrence John Calungin 
10 – Krislerin Corcelles, Rey Alvin Siervo 
11 – Carlos Frani, Atasha Grace Fauni 
12 – Miriam Sapida, Sarah Fauni, Bethel Relao, Leonita  
       Cahigan, & Maritess Calles 
13 – Carmelito Remulla   14 – Analiza Cosme 
15 – Conchita Dablio, Daisylyn Martinez, Rey Candelaria,  
        Ptr Bea Hernandez, Roiz Denver Frani 
16 – Erlinda Ancheta 
17 – Jerald Lladones, Lenilyn Calungin 
18 – Pedro Saquilayan 
20 – Cecille Hillman, Geraldine Lladones 
21 – Jean Charmaine Belmonte, John Christopher Belmonte, 
        Shane Justine Bedruz, Chamberlain Panganiban,  
        Genicah Faith Perdon 
22 – Emilene Ramos, Kristel Joy Fauni 
23 – Mary Christine Tirona 
25 – Jose Pelagio, Lemuel Medina, Cristina Belmonte 
26 – Mary Ann Relacion 
27 - Jay Flores, Daniellie Fauni, Carl Japhet Gervacio 
28 – Agnes Cahigan, Delmar Castillo, Joan Faye Layaban 
29 – Nureng Remulla, David Naty, Jonah Guariña, Ptr. Leng 
30 – Ziannen Chloie Belostrino 
31 – Rezzie Del Rosario 
 
 
 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 
2 – Ramos, Willie and Raquel 17 – Barco, Emmanuel & Joyce 
2 - Dayrit, James & Analiza 18 – Sapida, Fernando & Ruby 
4 – Tumbaga, Eric and Cherry 20 – Saquilayan, Roldan & Dang 
11- Fauni, Joselina & Shirly 25 – Tapawan, Orlan & Cristy 
11 - Rayco, Ronnie & Phamila 27 – Dayrit, Felipe & Juliet 
12 – Ocampo, Joel & Genevieve 28 – Arita, Edgar & Junadel 
14 – Santos, Cornelio & Jane 30 – Brinez, Jose & Dalilah 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday Collection Report 

 

 

 

  
OCTOBER 

             
NOVEMBER 

Tithes 58,921.00 51,549.00 

Loose Offering 12,375.00 12,514.25 

Sunday School 1,323.00 1,351.25 

Midweek 845.00 730.25 

Lovegifts/donations 22,360.00 40,283.00 

Least Coin 718.35 956.35 

Mission Offering 1,814.25 2,029.25 

PN8-A 14,050.00 6,500.00 

PN8-B 3,250.00 6,700.00 

One day Wage 1,799.00  

Everybody’s B-day  11,777.25 

TOTAL 117,455.60 134,390.60 

 

UCM 

CORNER 
SCHEDULE / Calendar of Activities 

Regular Fellowship:  
Saturdays 8PM;  Conference Room 

1st-Regular Fellowship 
2nd Joint Fellowship  
3rd  Bible Study w/ Pastor Benjie 
4th Bible Study  w/ Pastor Benjie   

 Regular Fellowship. Every Tuesdays 
of the month;  7PM 

 3rd Sat.LCSMC-CWA 

 5th Tues – Home BS with in active 

 Visitation – Thursday or Friday 

For info: Jerry Pelagio           
0917884-1378    

For Info: Elder Emma Acuña 
                 (416-0221) 
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DECEMBER 2012 Advent  and  Christmastide 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 30 
Candle Lighters:  
Dayrit Family 
LM Wilma Pelagio 
 
  
 

31 
New Year’s 
Eve; 5 pm 
Rev. Bea 
Hernandez 
Elder Taleng 
Cantada 
 
 

 

  

1 
Cell Group 
Simborio,PCC Mtng 
1pm 
BOE Mtg, 3 pm 
CEN Mtng; 5pm 
CYF 7:00 p.m/ 
UCM: 8p.m 
LCSMC Church 
Workers Christmas Fell 

2– World Communion  
           Sunday 
Candle Lighters:  
AcunsFamily 
Rev. Benjie 
Elder  Juliet Dayrit 
P&W:  
Piano: Cherlene 
Gatekeepers:  BOE 
CYAF meeting 
SHUT -ins 

3 
 
 

4 
 DLA Teacher’s 
Devotion 
   
CWA Fellowship – 

7pm 

Exhorter:  

Elder Juliet Dayrit 

 

5 

 SCCD Pastoral 

and Staff 

Meeting 4PM- 
  
Prayer Service- 
7 pm 
 Exhorter:  
Elder  

6 
Cell Group 
- Malagasang 2-G 
  
 
 

7 
  Choir Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 Cell Group 
BOT mtg, 6 pm 
LCSMC all CRO 
Christmas Fellowship 
Las Pinas College 
LCSMC Cyaf mtng. 

9 – Candle Lighters:  
Jasper De Ocampo 
Family 
Pastor Bea Hernandez 
Trustee Lito Fauni 
 P&W:  
Piano:  
Moments w/Children 
   Teacher Bethel Relao 
Gatekeepers: BOT 
BOD Meeting: 12 nn 
  CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 

10 
  CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 
 

11 
DLA Teacher’s 
Devotion 
  CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 
 

12 

SCCD Pastoral 

and Staff 

Meeting 4PM- 
   CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 

 

13 
Cell Group 
- Malagasang 2-G 
  
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

14 
Choir Practice 
  
  
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 
   
 
 

15 
Cell Group 
CYF Fellowship:6PM 
UCM: 8:00 p.m  

 
 

CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 

16 –  Candle Lighters: 
 Laynes Family 
Sis. Wilma Pelagio 
P&W:  
Gatekeepers:   
CYAF Christmas 
Fellowship 
Council Meeting: 2 pm 
SIMBANG GABI 

17 
  
 SIMBANG 
GABI 
   
 

18 
DLA Teacher’s 
Devotion 
 
DLA & SCCD 
Christmas Fellowship 
 
SIMBANG GABI 
   

19 

SCCD Pastoral 

and Staff 

Meeting 4PM- 
 
SIMBANG GABI 
   
 

20 
Cell Group 
- Malagasang 2-G 
  
SIMBANG GABI 
   
 

21 
Choir Practice 
 
 
SIMBANG GABI/ 
    

22 
 Cell Group 
Simborio, 
CYF 6:00 p.m 
UCM: 8:00 p.m 
 
SIMBANG GABI 
   
 

23 – Christmas DAY 
Candle Lighters: 
   Roldan Family 
LM Wilma Pelagio 
Educator Lodie Matro 
P&W :  
Gate keepers: BCE 
SS,Outreach Christmas 
Fellowship 9:30AM 
All volunteers and 
Church Officers 
Christmas Fell. at 3PM 
SIMBANG GABI/Family 
Night 

24 
SIMBANG 
GABI 

25 
 Christmas Sunday 
Service Rev. Benjie 
Gevera 
P & W: Allan 
Saquilayan 
Liturgist: Jhem Fauni 
  

  

26  

SCCD Pastoral 

and Staff 

Meeting 4PM- 
 

2 7 
Cell Group 
- Malagasang 2-G 
  
 
 

28 
Choir Practice 
 
 
 
    

29 
Cell Group 
Simborio, 
CYF 6:00 p.m 
UCM: 8:00 p.m 


